
A List of Surviving Renaissance Recorders

Adrian Brown (Amsterdam)

This table includes information received about the listed instruments at the date of
publication from museum catalogues, published sources, and my own observations. I have
included information about all known recorders that have a typical one-piece Renaissance
construction, excluding all later instruments with a jointed body. The only exception to this
rule has been the instruments by Kynseker, the obvious consort connections of which
necessitated their inclusion.

Mark Type Pitch SL Location Inv. No.
! ! ML-J type A alto g#' 381 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 135/C146/8522
! ! ML-J type A tenor c#' (mod) Bologna, Museo della Musica* 1839

(formerly in Museo Civico Medievale)
! ! ML-J type A tenor d#' 480.3 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 146/C157/8533
 ! ML-J type A                   tenor           c#'                 555            Rome, Museo degli strumenti musicali                 717
! ! ML-J type A tenor c#' 566.5          Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum                       SAM 150/C161/8537
! ! ML-J type A                  tenor           c#'                 566            Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum                       SAM 149/C160/8536
! ! ML-J type A basset f#? 841 Brussels, Musée Instrumental 4357
! ! ML-J type A basset f#? 843 Brussels, Musée Instrumental 4358
! ! ML-J type A basset f# 849.7 Bologna, Museo della Musica 1815

(formerly in Museo Civico Medievale)
! ! ML-J type A basset f# 852 Rome, Museo degli strumenti musicali 720
! ! ML-J type A basset f# 865.4 Bologna, Museo della Musica 1768

(formerly in Museo Civico Medievale)
! ! ML-J type A extended f# 1022 Rome, Museo degli strumenti musicali 719

basset
! ! ML-J type A extended f#– 1043 Verona, Accademia Filarmonica 13.249

basset
! ! ML-J type A bass B 1275 Nuremberg, Germanisches Nationalmuseum MI145
! ! ML-J type A bass B 1275 Rome, Museo degli strumenti musicali 718
! ! ML-J type A great bass F#– 1794 Verona, Accademia Filarmonica 13.243
Lid stamped ! case Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 171/C 182/8556

ML-J type  A
! ! ML-J type B tenor d#' 497 Bologna, Accademia Filarmonica 594
! ! ML-J type B tenor c#' 630 (TOL) Washington DC, Dayton Miller Collection DM1240
! ! ML-J type B basset f# 852.5 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 164/C175/4027
! ! ML-J type F basset c#' 559 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 363//7350
! ! ML-J type G basset f# 843 Verona, Accademia Filarmonica 13.251
! ! ML-J type G basset f# 844.5 Verona, Accademia Filarmonica 13.253
! ! ML-J type G basset f# 845 Verona, Accademia Filarmonica 13.250
! ! ML-J type G basset f# 845 Verona, Accademia Filarmonica 13.252
! ! ML-J type G bass B 1282 Verona, Accademia Filarmonica 13.246
! ! ML-J type G bass B 1294 Verona, Accademia Filarmonica 13.245
! ! ML-J type G great bass F# 1740.5 Verona, Accademia Filarmonica 13.242
! ! ML-J type H basset f#+ 821 Verona, Accademia Filarmonica 13.254
! ! ML-J type H basset f#? 845 Brussels, Musée Instrumental 1033
! ! ML-J type H basset f# 848 Oxford, Bate Collection 117
! ! ML-J type H bass B+ 1207 Verona, Accademia Filarmonica 13.244
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Mark Type Pitch SL Location Inv. No.
! ! ML-J type L basset g# (mod) Bologna, Museo della Musica 1830

(formerly in Museo Civico Medievale)
! ! ML-J type N basset f# 837 Verona, Biblioteca Capitolare 1
! ! ML-J type P basset f#+ 834 Brussels, Musée Instrumental 2345
! ! ML-J type Q basset g# 761 London, Victoria & Albert Museum 3061882
! ! ML-J type Q basset g# 762 London, Victoria & Albert Museum 3031882
none, but style as soprano b' (est) 306.5 Paris, Musée de la Musique E.2330

E.1935
! ! ML-J type unclassified alto f' 428.5 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 138/C149/8525
! ! ML-J type unclassified tenor ? Innsbruck, Tiroler Landesmuseum 1
! ! ML-J type unclassified tenor e' 466 Paris, Musée de la Musique E.1935
! ! ML-J type unclassified tenor e' 490 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 147/C158/8534
! ! ML-J type unclassified tenor c#' 556.5 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 151/C162/8538
! ! ML-J type unclassified tenor c#' 558.5 Brussels, Musée Instrumental 1025
! ! ML-J type unclassified basset c#' 557 Edinburgh, University Collection of 3921

Historic Musical Instruments
! ! ML-J type unclassified basset g# 717.5 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 158/C169/8544
! ! ML-J type unclassified basset g# Berlin, Musikhistorisches Museum 2818
! ! ML-J type unclassified basset f# 849 Hamburg, Museum für Hamburgische Geschichte 1924.206
! ! ML-J type unclassified basset f 886 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 165/A176/8550
! ! ML-J type unclassified bass B+ 1266.5 Braunschweig, Städtisches Museum 85
! ! ML-J type unclassified extended B (est) 1650 St. Petersburg, Musei Muzïkalnïch Instrumentov 409

bass (TOL)
! (?) basset g# 782.5 Paris, Musée de la Musique E.2376
* / .. basset g# 813 (TOL) Washington DC, Dayton Miller Collection DM0860  cat38
A.T. ROL soprano f#" (est) 205.5 Brussels, Musée Instrumental 3330/38
A.T. ROL alto f#' 422 Leipzig, Musikinstrumenten Museum 2403
A.T. ROL basset f 876 Berlin, Musikhistorisches Museum 2820
ÂÂ tenor d#' 508 Merano, Landesfürstlicher Burg der Stadt Merano 6858
ÂÂ basset c#'? 554 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 152/C163/8539
ÂÂ basset a#' 651 Brussels, Musée Instrumental 1034
ÂÂ basset g# 780 Braunschweig, Städtisches Museum 81
ÂÂ basset g# 780.5 Merano, Landesfürstlicher Burg der Stadt Merano 6851
ÂÂ basset g# 781 Brussels, Musée Instrumental 1032
ÂÂ basset g# 781 Copenhagen, Musikhistorisk Museum E78/kat38
ÂÂ basset g#                       786               Vienna, Gesellschaft der Musikfreunde I.N.115
ÂÂ bass c# 1169 Merano, Landesfürstlicher Burg der Stadt Merano 6854
ÄÄ (Rožmberk Master) basset f# 827 Vermillion, National Music Museum, 3606

University of South Dakota
B B basset g# 765 Lisbon, Museu da Música MI 203
C C S tenor c#' 557.5 Linz, Oberösterreichisches Landesmuseum MU1
C. DENNER basset g# 754.5 Nuremberg, Germanisches Nationalmuseum MR213
crown tenor d#' (mod) 500.5 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 136/C147/8523
crown tenor d#' 498 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 145/C156/8532
CS alto g' 385.2 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 134/C145/8521
CS tenor e' 454.5 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 141/C152/8528
CS  basset g# 754 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 163/C174/8549
double trefoil soprano c"+ 269.5 Frankfurt, Historisches Museum X 4260 (121)
double trefoil alto f' 386.5 Brussels, Musée Instrumental 189
double trefoil                  tenor           d#'                  494           Rome, Museo degli strumenti musicali                 716
double trefoil                  alto               f (est)            511 (TOL) Tokyo, H. Iino (Private Collection)
double trefoil basset a#+ Paris, Musée de la Musique E.691
double trefoil basset a# 653.5 Paris, Musée de la Musique E.303
double trefoil basset a# 655 Merano, Landesfürstlicher Burg der Stadt Merano 6853
double trefoil basset a# 656.3 Merano, Landesfürstlicher Burg der Stadt Merano 6852
double trefoil basset g# 743 Salzburg, Museum Carolino Augusteum M244
double trefoil basset g# 746.5 Modena, Museo Civico SM 24-1981
double trefoil basset g# 755 Nuremberg, Germanisches Nationalmuseum MR212
double trefoil bass d#+ Paris, Musée de la Musique E.127
double trefoil bass d# 1009.5 Brussels, Musée Instrumental 440
double trefoil bass c# 1087 Munich, Bayerisches Nationalmuseum 174/37
double trefoil bass c# 1116 Verona, Accademia Filarmonica 13.248
double trefoil bass c# 1119 Verona, Accademia Filarmonica 13.247
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double trefoil bass c#                       1138           Brurussels, Musée Instrumental 188
double trefoil extended c# 1603 Munich, Bayerisches Nationalmuseum 180/43

bass
double trefoil extended F#+ 2433 Antwerp, Vleeshuis Museum 134(VH2111)

great bass
FF / PM tenor d' 503.5 Frankfurt, Historisches Museum X 4268 (115)
FF / PM tenor d' 504 Frankfurt, Historisches Museum X 4267 (114)
FG HV W bass B 1258 Vienna, Gesellschaft der Musikfreunde I.N.116
G. Walch basset a# 660 Salzburg, Museum Carolino Augusteum M241
H garklein g# 193 Leipzig, Musikinstrumenten Museum 1112
Haka garklein f" 212 Potsdam, Bezirksmuseum für Geschichte 81/634V
Haka soprano c" 297 Edinburgh, University Collection of 1037

Historic Musical Instruments
Haka soprano c" 300 Amsterdam, Historisch Museum TLDW-1 
HD alto g#' 363 Frankfurt, Historisches Museum X 4264 (116)
HD alto g#' 363.9 Frankfurt, Historisches Museum X 4265 (117)
HD tenor c#' 543 Berlin, Musikhistorisches Museum 659
HD tenor c#' 543 Frankfurt, Historisches Museum X 4262 (118)
HD tenor c#' 543.8 Brussels, Musée Instrumental 1024
HD tenor c#' 543.8 Frankfurt, Historisches Museum X 4263 (119)
HD tenor c#' 546 Berlin, Musikhistorisches Museum 660
HD basset f# 830.5 Frankfurt, Historisches Museum X 4261 (120)
HD basset f# (est) 840 Darmstadt, Hessisches Landesmuseum 67:123
HD and single trefoil basset a+ 709 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 624

on bell
HF soprano d" 276 Nuremberg, Germanisches Nationalmuseum MI99
HF soprano d'' 276 Nuremberg, Germanisches Nationalmuseum MI98
HF alto g' Nuremberg, Germanisches Nationalmuseum MI101
HF alto g' 398 Nuremberg, Germanisches Nationalmuseum MI100
HF tenor d' Nuremberg, Germanisches Nationalmuseum MI103
HF tenor d' 533 Nuremberg, Germanisches Nationalmuseum MI102
HF Kinseker basset g 821.5 Nuremberg, Germanisches Nationalmuseum MI104
HF Kynseker basset f# 852 Paris, Musée de la Musique E.2139
HIE·S basset g# 762 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 162/C173/8548
HIE·S basset g# 765 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 161/C172/8547
HIE·S bass c# 1118.5 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 168/C179/8553
HIE·S bass c# 1123.5 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 167/C178/8552
HIE·S bass c# 1139.5 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 166/C177/8551
HIE·S great bass F# 1692 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 169/C180/8554
HIERS· alto bb ' 325.5 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 132/C143/8519
HIERS· tenor d#' 495.5 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 143/C154/8530
HIERS· tenor d#' 496.5 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 144/C155/8531
HIERS· tenor d#' 497 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 142/C153/8529
HIERS· basset g# (est) 733 Verona, Biblioteca Capitolare 2
HIERS· basset g# 740.5 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 159/C170/8545
HIERS· basset g# 741.5 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 160/C171/8546
I.D.Denner soprano c#"+ 281.5 Eisenach, Bachhaus 1 98
I.V.H garklein f#" (est) 204 Dockham (NL), Streenmuseum 523

Het Admiraliteitshuis
I.V.H. alto f' 413.6 Vermillion. National Music Museum. 4504

University of South Dakota
Kinsecker? garklein f" Vienna. private collection
KK basset g 832 Berlin. Musikhistorisches Museum 656
M garklein c'''                       143                 Modena. Museo Civico SM 18-1981
MH alto g#' 382 Pisa. Private Collection
MI soprano d#" 238 Vienna. Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 128/C138/8515
P P basset a# 655 Salzburg. Museum Carolino Augusteum M237
P.GRE/C/E tenor d'+ 525 Bologna. Accademia Filarmonica 595
P.GRE/C/E tenor d'+ 524 Bologna. Accademia Filarmonica 596
P.GRE/C/E tenor d'+ 525 Bologna. Accademia Filarmonica 597
P.GRE/C/E tenor c'+ 567 Bologna. Accademia Filarmonica 598
P.GRE/C/E basset g+ 765.5 Bologna, Accademia Filarmonica 600
P.GRE/C/E basset g+ 767 Bologna, Accademia Filarmonica 602
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P.GRE/C/E basset g+ 767 Bologna, Accademia Filarmonica 603
P.GRE/C/E bass c+ 1121.5 Bologna, Accademia Filarmonica 604
P.GRE/C/E bass c+ 1122 Bologna, Accademia Filarmonica 605
P.V.D garklein g" 191 Rotterdam, Bureau Oudheidkundig Onderzoek 12-35, vondst 9
S alto a' 343 Quedlinburg, Schloss Museum
S alto a' 343 Quedlinburg, Schloss Museum
S tenor e' 463 Quedlinburg, Schloss Museum
S tenor e' 464 Quedlinburg, Schloss Museum
S basset a 702 Quedlinburg, Schloss Museum
shield basset a 701 Brussels, Musée Instrumental 2646
shield basset a 705 Bruges, Gruuthusemuseum M37
shield bass d 1083 Brussels, Musée Instrumental 2647
shield/Rafi tenor d'++ 497 Bologna, Accademia Filarmonica 599
shield/Rafi basset b (est) 640.2 Eisenach, Bachhaus 1-100
shield/Rafi basset a+ (est) 697 Sigmaringen, Fürstlich-Hohenzollernsches Schloss 318
shield/Rafi basset g+ 775 Bologna, Accademia Filarmonica 601
single trefoil basset c'+ 570.5 Celle, Private Collection (Dr. Hermann Moeck)
single trefoil basset g# 775 Paris, Musée de la Musique E.365
two apples soprano c"+ 285.3 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 130/C140/8517
two apples alto g#' 413.5 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 140/C151/8527
two apples tenor d' 507 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 148/C159/8535
two asterisks on bell* * soprano c#" 290 Brescia, Private Collection
Valiani basset b 597 Leipzig, Musikinstrumenten Museum 1134
Y bass c# 1145 Paris, Musée de la Musique E.301
none garklein ab? 221.5 London, Horniman Museum 14.5.47

(TOL)
none garklein f" 208 Lisse (NL), 't Huys Dever Dever 0588
none garklein f" 219 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 126/C136/8513
none garklein e" 233 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 127/C137/8514
none garklein eb" 241 The Hague, Gemeentemuseum Ea 267-1933
none soprano d#" Denmark (private collection),
none soprano d#" 258 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 129/C139/8516
none soprano c#"+ 265.5 Copenhagen, Rosenborg Slot 1.75
none soprano c#"+ 270 Copenhagen, Rosenborg Slot 1.74
none soprano c#" (est) 277 Munich, Bayerisches Nationalmuseum MU152
none soprano c#" (est) 277 Munich, Bayerisches Nationalmuseum MU163
none soprano c" 277 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 691
none soprano c" 285 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 131/C141/8518
none alto g#' 340.4 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 133/C144/8520
none alto f' 425 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 137/C148/8524
none alto f' 426.8 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 139/C150/8526
none tenor d#' 459.4 Paris, Musée de la Musique E.980.2.85
none tenor d#' 484 Bologna, Accademia Filarmonica 593
none tenor c#' 565 (TOL) New York, Metropolitan Museum 89.4.3133
none tenor b b? 656 Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 157/C168/8543
none basset g# 795 Brussels, Musée Instrumental 4359
none basset g# 817 Linz, Oberösterreichisches Landesmuseum MU2
none basset f# 849 Brussels, Musée Instrumental 1031
none bass c# 1121 Vienna, Gesellschaft der Musikfreunde I.N.111
none great bass E+ 1837 Paris, Musée de la Musique E.2141
none case Frankfurt, Historisches Museum X 4266
none case Quedlinburg, Schloss Museum
none case Frankfurt, Historisches Museum X 4269
none case Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 170/C181/8555
none case Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 172/C 183/8557
none case Vienna, Kunsthistorisches Museum SAM 173/C 184/8558
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Notes

Pitch: Lowest note of the instrument with all holes closed at A = 440 Hz. Pitch of extended recorders is given

without taking into account the extension. + indicates a pitch about a quarter-tone sharp; –, a pitch about a

quarter-tone flat.

ML-J type: Maggie Lyndon-Jones [now Kilbey], "A Checklist of Woodwind Instruments Marked !!," Galpin

Society Journal 52 (1999): 243-80.

SL: Speaking length in mm.

TOL: Total length in mm (where information about SL is lacking)

Inv. No.: Inventory number

est: Estimate of original pitch

mod: Instrument has been drastically shortened or modified, pitch given is an estimate of the original pitch.

Size classification is based on the following criteria:

Garklein: Speaking length <240 mm

Soprano: Speaking length 240-320 mm

Alto: Speaking length 320–450 mm

Tenor: Speaking length >450 mm; no key

Basset: Speaking length >450 mm; keyed without crook

Bass: Speaking length >450 mm; keyed with crook

Great bass: Speaking length >1400 mm; keyed with crook
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